
Prof. Gold 
WR 100 Fall 2015 – Feminist & Queer in Primetime 

Paper 3: Balancing Multiple Sources 
 

Purpose: Increasingly, academic writing and scholarly work stresses interdisciplinarity. This 
means that academic research and conversations consider how different disciplines can interact 
to form a compelling argument. Your task is to make an argument about how one television 
show (exhibit source) engages with or responds to a particular historical event and/or a 
theoretical text (argument sources), by engaging multiple sources from different disciplines, 
including media studies, history, and cultural theory.    
 
Assignment: In “Is the Rectum a Grave?,” Leo Bersani argues: “The great power of media, and 
especially of television is, as Watney writes, ‘its capacity to manufacture subjectivity itself and 
in doing so to dictate the shape of identity” (125). Bersani suggests, most basically, that 
television has the power to manufacture subjects and therefore dictate how we understand certain 
identities, and particularly homosexuals. Your task in a paper of approx. 1000-1200 words is to 
consider how the television shows we have watched depict the queer experience. In doing so, 
you should make one coherent argument by drawing on multiple sources (you must have 3 
distinct sources). This might mean your argument uses one exhibit source and employs two 
argument sources. You could, alternatively, compare how two exhibits deal with the same idea 
(e.g. marriage).  
 
Choose 3: 
 
Exhibit Sources    Argument Sources  
Looking    Nancy Cott/Rubin, marriage      Wegner article (New Yorker) 
Modern Family  Engel chapters (AIDS)     Bersani, “Is the Rectum a Grave?” 
    Obergefell v. Hodges                 Sedgwick, Epistemology 
    Duggan, “Beyond Marriage”     Edelman, No Future 
    
 
Due Dates: 
Friday, November 13  Draft 1 or Extended Outline & Bibliography Due by 5pm.  
Friday, November 20  Draft 2 Due in Class.  
Wednesday, December 2 (Final) Draft 3 Due via email by 5pm 
 
 
Comments: 

• Focus on specific evidence – certain scenes or dialogue (for TV) or distinctive concepts 
and terms (for theory) – to substantiate your arguments.  

• You should include a correctly formatted Works Cited list (see: Turabian 19.2 pp. 187-
97) for the theoretical and television sources you use.  


