
Dear Congressman, 
 
Hi. Our names are Giovanni DiGabriele and Cole Schafer, and we part of the freshman 
class at Drexel University. This semester in our freshman English course we were asked 
to articulate a problem present at our school or in our society and propose a clear 
solution. As recent high school graduates, we agreed that many students today are not 
prepared for the real world. Not only are they not aware of the career paths to take, but do 
not have knowledge of personal finance and their rights as consumers and citizens. In our 
initial research and simply reminiscing on our past and current experiences, we already 
began to see the seriousness of this problem. 
 
As we looked more into this topic, we discovered and gleaned substantial material and 
statistics to back up our claim. Research that was eye opening and truly shocking. In a 
recent study by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, fifty 
percent of employers reported having hiring difficulties. In a society where many people 
are starving for jobs, fifty percent of employers are having difficulty hiring. Why? There 
is a lack of preparation and skills among students. Skills for specific jobs and skills for 
life in general that will make them a productive and intelligent citizen of this nation. 
Therefore, employers are left to search for longer periods of time, hoping to find the right 
person for the job or hire unqualified people for job positions. 
 
With substantial evidence and proof of the existence of this problem, we were able to 
create an effective and well-developed solution. Knowing we cannot change how 
households are run in this country, we decided that the most efficient and realistic way to 
impact students is through education. In our plan of action, we have developed 4 courses 
plus an internship program that students would be required to take throughout their four 
years in high school. Career 101 and Career 102 that would address the problem of 
students’ lack of preparation and knowledge about the workforce be required classes for 
freshman and sophomores. In these courses, the students would learn about various 
careers in the following fields: Arts and Entertainment, Health and Science, Engineering, 
Vocational/Trade, Business, and Law. To address and solve the problems of the lack of 
personal financial responsibility and lack of knowledge about citizens’ rights, we plan to 
implement two more courses. In a student’s junior year, he or she would be required to 
take Life 101, a course based on educating the student on The Constitution, Citizens 
rights, & the Labor law, and Life 102, a course modeled after the Personal Finance 
Certificate Program conducted by Marnie Aznar, founder of Aznar Financial Advisors 
and Professor of Finance. Life 103 would be the internship program that a student would 
participate in their senior year, where he or she gains experience in an actual work 
environment for four months.  
 
In articulating our problem and proposing our solution, we were inspired to make this 
beyond just another English assignment and instead, an actual plan of action. With the 
approval of our other group members Kevin Delgado and Jordan Sloate who have helped 
significantly in designing our proposal and with great support and encouragement from 
our English professor and graduate of University of Pennsylvania, Alexandra Gold, we 
ask for your time, consideration, and help to make our solution a reality. We would love 



to address this problem that has and continues to affect the lives of many students and 
implement what we believe to be a well-designed and successful program, but we need 
your help. We hope that you read our proposal that contains research, statistics, and our 
solution, recognize their importance, and take action. Whether our solution is THE 
solution or not, we hope that you acknowledge the problem that so many scholars and we 
have articulated and thus, work to rectify it. It is now more than ever that we need to 
address this before it grows into a bigger and unstoppable dilemma, and it is now more 
than ever that we start an educational revolution. Help us initiate this educational 
revolution. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Giovanni DiGabriele and Cole Schafer 
 
 


